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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will trace the major developments of the town in central Italy from the 
early medieval times to the renaissance period. The main focus will be on the hill 
towns of the Marches during the twelfth through the sixteenth century, particularly 
Macerata, Urbisaglia, San Ginesio, Fermo, Ancona, Loreto, Ascoli Piceno, Tolentino, San 
Severino and Urbino. It will be considered the most characteristic physical aspects of the 
towns and the role of the social, religious and cultural currents in shaping the character and 
peculiarity of each center.
Many interesting comparisons will be made, not only between the various towns of the 
Marches, but also with important centers in the nearby regions such as Florence and Rome.
Students will have the opportunity to compare and study architecture and urban planning first
hand and to discover the unique characteristics of the medieval hill towns.

The course will be also integrated by the study of sculpture and painting developed during 
the Romanesque, Gothic and Renaissance periods

The course is articulated around two sections: a) the medieval city state and b) the 
renaissance town:
a) The medieval city-state. This section includes also the study of a selection of works 

of art of Cimabue, Giotto, Duccio di Buoninsegna, Simone Martini, Ambrogio 
Lorenzetti, the Pisanos and Arnolfo di Cambio.

b) The Renaissance town. This section includes also the study of a selection of works
of art of Brunelleschi, Donatello, Masaccio, Piero della Francesca, Botticelli, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo and Raffaello.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Students who successfully complete this course will:
 become familiar with basic architectural terminology.
 be able to recognize the style of Romanesque, Gothic and Renaissance architecture, 
sculpture and painting in Italy.
 be able to compare the urban development of the various medieval and 
renaissance towns of the Marche, with the important centers in the nearby regions such as 
Florence and Rome.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
Class lectures and discussions will help to stimulate student awareness and sharpen their 



critical abilities in summarizing and analyzing their experiences. Walking tours, day trips to 
most of the towns mentioned above and two three day trips, one in Florence and the other in
Rome will be an essential part of this course.

METHOD OF EVALUATION (GRADING)
Attend  a  n  ce: Attendance is mandatory. Each absence will result in a dock of one increment 
from your final grade. If your final grade is a B, for example, and you were absent once, you 
will receive a B- for the course; if you were absent twice, you will receive a C+ and so on.

E  x      a  m  i      n  a  t  i      on  s  : Course requirements will include a mid-term, a final exam and a journal of 
excursions. Both exams will be closed-book essay style, the midterm of about 3-5 pages, 
the final will be of about 4-6 pages. The final exam will be cumulative. The exams serve to 
test the students’ factual knowledge and their ability to make use of it reasonably and 
critically. The journal of excursions must reflect the ability to apply the knowledge 
acquired in class to the unique experience of having seen first-hand the various works of art;
it will be of a minimum of 10-12 pages.

Grades: the final course grade will be composed of the following parts:
Mid-term exam 25%
Journal 30%
Final exam 35%
Class participation 10%

100%

COURSE OUTLINE

Week 1 Introduction, historical background, Roman Town and ancient roads. (Benevolo,
related pages)

Week 2 The fortifications: castles, rocche, tower-house and city walls. A different 
concept of space for a new society: the medieval town. (Mumford, related pages) 
E  x      c  u  r  sion

Week 3 Form and symbol in the monumental “emergencies”: Abbey, Pieve, Cathedral 
and Palazzo Pubblico.
Romanesque and Gothic architecture: a comparative analysis. (Giedion, related 
pages) Journal due; Excursion

Week 4 From Romanesque to Gothic in sculpture and painting.
Plastic forms: statue, high-relief, bas-relief.
Painting tecniques: mosaic, fresco and wood panels.(Hartt, related pages) 
E  x      c  u  r  sion

Week 5 Comparative study of a selection of works by Arnolfo di Cambio, Nicola 
Pisano, Cimabue, Giovanni Pisano and Duccio di Buoninsegna. (Hartt, related 
pages) J  ournal due

Week 6 The Power of the Center: the role of the square in the medieval town.
The masters of Gothic painting: Giotto and Simone Martini. (Arnheim and 
Hartt, related pages). J  ournal due;         E  x      c  u  r  sion



Week 7 The expression of “Civic Ideals” in the paintings of Ambrogio Lorenzetti. 
(Mumford, related pages)
Mid term exam

Week 8 The “ideal town” of the Renaissance: architecture and urban planning.
The rebirth of “one point perspective”: Brunelleschi and L. B. Alberti (Hartt and
Murray, related pages) E  x      c  u  r  sio  n  ; J  ournal due

Week 9 De Re Aedificatoria by Leon Battista Alberti. Urbino and Firenze
A new spacial concept: the Square (Piazza), the Palace (Palazzo), the 
courtyard (corte), the garden. (Benevolo and Lotz, related pages) J  ournal due

Week 10 The third dimension in the Renaissance sculpture and painting, a selection of
works by Donatello, Masaccio, Piero della Francesca and Botticelli. (Hartt, 
related pages) Th  re  e     d  a  y     E  x      c  u  r  sion

Week 11 The Masters of Renaissance: the genius of Leonardo da Vinci and the 
aesthetic synthesis in Raffaello Sanzio. (Hartt, related pages) J  ournal due

Week 12 The Masters of Renaissance: sculpture, painting & architecture of 
Michelangelo Buonarroti. (Hartt, related pages). Th  re  e     d  a  y     E  x      c  u  r  sion

Week 13 Conclusion and review. J  ournal due
Final exam
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